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Karnataka

Bengaluru, August 8 
— Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah paid an 
unannounced visit to 
Victoria Hospital in 
Bengaluru, emphasiz-
ing the need for doctors 
to treat patients with 
compassion and 
patience. Noting the 
pressures associated 
with providing free 
t r e a t m e n t , 
Siddaramaiah instruct-
ed medical staff to main-
tain empathy in their 
service and firmly 
directed them not to 
accept money from any 
patients.

Following the cancellation 
of his Koppal program due to 
heavy rains, the Chief 
Minister interacted directly 
with patients, several of 
whom praised the care and 
food provided by the hospital 
staff. Siddaramaiah high-
lighted that complex proce-
dures like organ transplants, 

which can cost 30–40 lakhs 
in private hospitals, are con-
ducted free of charge at 
Victoria Hospital.

Addressing concerns raised 
by reporters about the preva-
lence of private ambulance 
services, Siddaramaiah con-
firmed that government-oper-
ated ‘108’ ambulances are 
available. He also noted a 
proposal to expand the gas-

t r o e n t e r o l o g y 
department from 
120 to 300 beds is 
under active con-
sideration, to bet-
ter accommodate 
the high volume 
of patients. The 
Chief Minister 
underscored the 
g o v e r n m e n t ’ s 
commitment to 
filling vacant 
doctor posts and 
increasing hospi-
tal capacity to 
serve the grow-
ing number of 

people seeking treatment.
Siddaramaiah further visited 
Vani Vilas Hospital and the 
Trauma Center, where more 
than 40 deliveries take place 
each day, reflecting the grow-
ing patient load and urgent 
need for expanded facilities. 
He assured that the govern-
ment will examine issues 
such as paid parking within 
the hospital complex.

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah Makes Surprise Visit to 
Victoria Hospital, Stresses Compassion and Pa

New Delhi, August 6 
— Odisha Chief 
Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi called 
on Union Minister for 
Steel and Heavy 
Industries H.D. 
Kumaraswamy in the 
capital to discuss stra-
tegic interventions 
aimed at advancing 
Odisha’s role as a lead-
ing steel-producing 
state. Central to their 
talks was the proposed 
expansion of the 
Rourkela Steel Plant 
(RSP), with plans to 
more than double its 
production capacity to 
approximately 9 million 
tonnes per annum by 2030 
through an estimated 
30,000 crore investment.

Minister Kumaraswamy 
underscored the Rourkela 
Steel Plant’s pivotal role in 
national steel output, 
affirming the Centre’s full 
backing under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi . 
Discussions included fast-
tracking the expansion 
project, which will involve 
new raw material handling 
facilities, a coke oven stamp 
charge battery, a sinter 
plant, cold and silicon roll-
ing mills, as well as the 
addition of a new blast fur-
nace and steel melting shop. 
The expansion will take 
place over 1,200 acres on the 
plant’s south-eastern side 
and will require upgrades 
to supporting infrastruc-
ture, including the doubling 
of railway lines for logistics 
and transport efficiency.
Ensuring a sustainable sup-

ply of iron ore was another 
priority. Both leaders delib-
erated on developing new 
iron ore mines across 
Odisha, recognizing that 
secure and efficient access 
to raw materials is essential 
for the continued growth of 
public and private sector 
steel plants and maintain-
ing India’s global competi-
tiveness.The meeting con-
cluded with a shared com-
mitment to making Odisha 
a national model for steel 
and industrial develop-
ment, in alignment with the 
vision of Atmanirbhar 
Bharat, Viksit Bharat 
@2047, and PM Modi’s tar-
get of reaching 300 million 
tonnes of steel production 
per year by 2030. Minister 
Kumaraswamy assured 
that the Ministry would 
facilitate the resolution of 
bottlenecks and support all 
efforts to attract invest-
ment, create employment, 
and enhance Odisha’s 
industrial infrastructure.

Odisha CM, Union Steel Minister 
Discuss Expansion of Rourkela 

Steel Plant and Iron Ore 

Smart meter tender scam: High Court gives stay 
for FIR against Minister George 

Bengaluru, Aug. 6- The High Court has stayed the FIR filed against Energy Minister K.J. 
George, who is also the chairman of Bangalore Electricity Supply Company (BESCOM), 
regarding the allegation that the tender related to the installation of smart meters in 
the state is completely illegal.Minister George's lawyers C.V. Nagesh and Vikrama 
Veelugola had filed a petition in the High Court seeking the quashing of the FIR filed 
against them. The single-member bench of High Court Ju stice M.I. Arun, which heard the 
petition, had ordered a stay on the FIR. We are not arguing on the merits of the case. 

Bengaluru  : Priyank 
Kharge, Rural Development 
Minister said that The 
department is in the process 
of making the Karnataka 
Gram Swaraj and Panchayat 
Raj (Taxes, Rates and Fees 
of Gram Panchayats) Rules, 
2025 available to the public.

 The Minister also said 
that these rules will facili-
tate online issuance of 
e-khatas for over 97 lakh 
digitised properties avail-
able on the Panchatantra 2.0 
platform, thereby eliminat-
ing the need for citizens to 

visit Gram Panchayat offic-
es for khata services.

In view of the fact that the 
Rural Development and 
Panchayat Raj Department is 
going to launch the e-Asset pro-
gram as per the Karnataka Gram 

Swaraj and Panchayat Raj 
(Amendment) Act, held discus-
sions with officials to address 
technical issues and challenges 
and suggested some remedial 
measures.The process of con-
verting the e-Asset sanction sys-
tem from a demand-based 
approach to a campaign-based 
model is underway, and the min-
isters held meetings in this 
regard. Officials of the National 
Informatics Centre (NIC) held a 
long discussion with the data 
centre of the Rural Development 
Department and senior officials 
of the department.

Rural Development Minister Priyank Kharge holds discussions with officials 
to address technical issues and challenges in e-Asset operations

New Delhi: Former Chief Minister and 
MP Basavaraj Bommai has urged Union 
Minister for Road Transport and 
Highways Nitin Gadkari to treat the 
Karwar–Ilkal National Highway, which 
falls under the Haveri–Gadag Lok Sabha 
constituency, as a special case and to 
prepare the Detailed Project Report 
(DPR) at the earliest and commence work 
soon.Meeting Union Minister Nitin 
Gadkari in New Delhi, Bommai submit-
ted that a route of about 318 km—starting 
from Karwar and passing through Kaiga, 
Mundgod, Savanur, Gadag, and 
Gajendragad to reach Ilkal—has already 
received in-principle approval for upgra-
dation to a National Highway. The DPR 
for the project has been submitted, and 
land acquisition has been decided upon.
He pointed out that since the road has 
been earmarked for upgradation to a 
National Highway, its current condi-
tion—owing to poor maintenance by the 
state government—has become unfit for 

vehicular movement. On the other hand, 
as the project has not yet received formal 
approval, the National Highways 
Authority has not been able to undertake 
any work. Therefore, he requested that 
this be considered a special case and that 
the road be immediately upgraded to 
National Highway status and work be 
commenced without delay.

MP Basavaraj Bommai urges Nitin Gadkari to
 expedite work on Karwar–Ilkal National Highway

Nikhil Kumaraswamy Slams Congress Over 
Rs.1800 Cr Sewage Project in Nelamangala
Nelamangala: Nikhil 

K u m a r a s w a m y 
launched a attack 
against the Congress 
government, saying 
that it is going to dis-
charge sewage water 
into the Nelamangala 
lake banks for a loot of 
Rs 1800 crore. The 
atrocities and oppres-
sion of Congress MLAs 
on the officials have 
crossed the limit.

Vrishabhati will not 
let sewage water be dis-
charged into the lakes 
of Nelamangala for any 
reason. Nikhil 
Kumaraswamy warned 
that they will fight 
under the leadership of 
Devegowda and 
Kumaranna in the com-
ing days. He spoke 
while launching the 
Janata Dal-JDS party 
membership registra-
tion campaign program 
with people organized 
at the MVM Convention 
Hall in Nelamangala.

Recently, Bhadravati 
MLA Sangamesh's son 
Basavesh had verbally 
abused a female officer, 
and similarly, in 
Nelamangala, he had 
been abusing and 
oppressing officers. He 
lashed out at MLA 
Srinivasaiah, saying 
that he was doing poli-

tics by intimidating 
and threatening them.
Everyone knows how 
Kumaranna has treated 
officers, whether he 
has power or not. He 
said that Kumaranna 
has responded positive-
ly when people call him 
about their problems.

Even Kumaranna has 
not received money for 
transfer, he said that if 
you give him this much 
crore, I will give you a 
posting,  said 
D e v e g o w d a , 
Kumaranna and the 
JDS party.Even 
Congress MLAs no lon-
ger have faith in their 
government. Recently, 
Mudigere Congress 
MLA Nayana Motamma 
said that they are calcu-
lating which party to go 
to next. Do we need 
more proof than this? 
He expressed his anger.

In the coming days, the 
Congress party will be com-
pletely removed from 
Karnataka with 100% certain-
ty. There is no doubt about 
this. Therefore, they are loot-
ing as much as possible, he 
said.This is a record percent-
age of 1800 crores for the 
Vrishabhavati River Pipeline 
Project. We have seen that sev-
eral governments have ruled 
the state of Karnataka. He said, 
"Is this project being built to 
fill 69 lakes with the sewage 
water of Bangalore city today, 
or to fill your pockets?" He 
said.They are committing day-
light robbery in the name of 
the Vrishabhavati Pipeline 
Project. You are cheating the 
people of Nelamangala taluk, 
so your pockets will be filled. 
But what will happen to the 
people of the taluk? If 69 lakes 
are filled with sewage, the peo-
ple of the taluk will have to 
face epidemic diseases in the 
coming days, he said.


